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TAGS:EFIS, PFOR 

SUBJECT: NEGOTIATION OF NEW TUNA TREATY 

1 . ADDRESSEE COUNTRIES EITHER FISH FOR TUNA IN EASTERN 

TROPICAL PACIFIC OR BORDER WATERS IN WHICH FISHERY 
FOR TUNA TAKES PLACE. TUNA IS PRESENTLY CONSERVED AND 
MANAGED BY THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COM- 
MISSION (IATTC), WHICH HAS AN 8-NATION MEMBERSHIP OF 
MEXICO, COSTA RICA, PANAMA, NICARAGUA, CANADA, FRANCE, 
JAPAN, AND THE U.S. 

2. U.S. SHARE OF ANNUAL EASTERN PACIFIC TUNA CATCH OF 
AROUND 350,000 TONS VALUED AT OVER 200 MILLION DOLLARS IS 
BY FAR THE LARGEST, AVERAGING AROUND 70 PERCENT. IN 
RECENT YEARS. OTHER NATIONS, PARTICULARLY COASTAL NATIONS 
OF THE REGION, HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY INTERESTED IN TUNA 
RESOURCES OF THE AREA AND IN EXPANDING AND DEVELOPING 
THEIR FISHERIES. THEIR INTEREST HAS BEEN ENHANCED BY 
JURIDICAL CLAIMS OF 200 MILES AND BY THE FACT THAT A 

GREAT DEAL OF THE CATCH OF THE HIGHLY MIGRATORY TUNA (OVER 
50 PERCENT) TAKES PLACE WITHIN 200 MILES OF THE COAST FROM 
MEXICO TO CHILE. (THE US 200-MILE FISHERIES LAW 

SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDES TUNA FROM U.S. JURISDICTION). 
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THESE AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS HAVE LED TO DEMANDS FROM 
MEXICO AND OTHERS THAT A NEW TUNA TREATY BE NEGOTIATED 
WHICH WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE SPECIAL INTEREST OF THE 
COASTAL STATE IN THE TUNA RESOURCES OF THE AREA. 

3. MEXICO HAS RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THAT IT IS CALLING A 
MEETING TO BEGIN THE RENEGOTIATION OF THE IATTC. IN 
COOPERATION WITH COSTA RICA, MEETING IS PLANNED FOR 
SAN JOSE, SEPT. 19-28, ALTHOUGH NO INVITATIONS HAVE 

YET BEEN ISSUED (AND WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT COUNTRIES WILL 
BE INVITED). DEPT. WILL KEEP POSTS INFORMED OF IMPORTANT 
DEVELOPMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS MEETING AND SUBSEQUENT 
NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TOWARDS A NEW EASTERN PACIFIC TUNA 
TREATY. 

4. FOR SAN JOSE: BECAUSE OF THIS MEETING, ANNUAL MEETING 
OF IATTC SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 17-21 IN SAN JOSE HAS BEEN 
RELOCATED TO MEXICO CITY. HOTEL HAS BEEN NOTIFIED BY 
IATTC. DEPT. PRESUMES THAT GOCR IS MAKING 

HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS FOR SEPT. 19-28 MEETING, BUT WOULD 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY CONFIRMING THIS WITH APPROPRIATE GOCR 
OFFICIALS. CHRISTOPHER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 191500 
ORIGIN OES-04 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /005 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY OES/OFA/FA:B SHALLMAN : SES 
APPROVED BY OES/OFA/FA:LLSNEAD 

106787 192041Z/65 

P 192035Z AUG 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 191500 

FOL RPT STATE 191500 ACTION LONDON HAMILTON OTTAWA SAN JOSE 
MEXICO QUITO TOKYO CURACAO WELLINGTON MANAGUA PANAMA LIMA 
DAKAR MADRID CARACAS PARIS ACCRA GUATEMALA SAN SALVADOR 
TEGUCIGALPA BOGOTA SANTIAGO 12 AUG 77 QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 191500 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:EFIS, PFOR 

SUBJECT: NEGOTIATION OF NEW TUNA TREATY 

1 . ADDRESSEE COUNTRIES EITHER FISH FOR TUNA IN EASTERN 

TROPICAL PACIFIC OR BORDER WATERS IN WHICH FISHERY 
FOR TUNA TAKES PLACE. TUNA IS PRESENTLY CONSERVED AND 
MANAGED BY THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COM- 
MISSION (IATTC), WHICH HAS AN 8-NATION MEMBERSHIP OF 
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2. U.S. SHARE OF ANNUAL EASTERN PACIFIC TUNA CATCH OF 
AROUND 350,000 TONS VALUED AT OVER 200 MILLION DOLLARS IS 
BY FAR THE LARGEST, AVERAGING AROUND 70 PERCENT. IN 
RECENT YEARS, OTHER NATIONS, PARTICULARLY COASTAL NATIONS 
OF THE REGION, HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY INTERESTED IN TUNA 
RESOURCES OF THE AREA AND IN EXPANDING AND DEVELOPING 
THEIR FISHERIES. THEIR INTEREST HAS BEEN ENHANCED BY 
JURIDICAL CLAIMS OF 200 MILES AND BY THE FACT THAT A 

GREAT DEAL OF THE CATCH OF THE HIGHLY MIGRATORY TUNA (OVER 
50 PERCENT) TAKES PLACE WITHIN 200 MILES OF THE COAST FROM 
MEXICO TO CHILE. (THE US 200-MILE FISHERIES LAW 

SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDES TUNA FROM U.S. JURISDICTION). 

THESE AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS HAVE LED TO DEMANDS FROM 
MEXICO AND OTHERS THAT A NEW TUNA TREATY BE NEGOTIATED 
WHICH WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE SPECIAL INTEREST OF THE 
COASTAL STATE IN THE TUNA RESOURCES OF THE AREA. 

3. MEXICO HAS RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THAT IT IS CALLING A 
MEETING TO BEGIN THE RENEGOTIATION OF THE IATTC. IN 
COOPERATION WITH COSTA RICA, MEETING IS PLANNED FOR 
SAN JOSE, SEPT. 19-28, ALTHOUGH NO INVITATIONS HAVE 

YET BEEN ISSUED (AND WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT COUNTRIES WILL 
BE INVITED). DEPT. WILL KEEP POSTS INFORMED OF IMPORTANT 
DEVELOPMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS MEETING AND SUBSEQUENT 
NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TOWARDS A NEW EASTERN PACIFIC TUNA 
TREATY. 

4. FOR SAN JOSE: BECAUSE OF THIS MEETING, ANNUAL MEETING 
OF IATTC SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 17-21 IN SAN JOSE HAS BEEN 
RELOCATED TO MEXICO CITY. HOTEL HAS BEEN NOTIFIED BY 
IATTC. DEPT. PRESUMES THAT GOCR IS MAKING 

HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS FOR SEPT. 19-28 MEETING, BUT WOULD 
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